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EDITORIAL AUGUST 2025
I was watching a programme on television some time back about HS2, the high-speed rail link that was originally 
intended to connect major cities in the north of England with each other and, importantly, London.  The first part of 
the programme was interesting.  It described how HS2 was supposed to work and what benefits it was expected to 
deliver, but then, much like HS2, the programme went downhill and everyone they interviewed started blaming each 
other for the project’s failure.  I kind of zoned out at that stage, but my interest was revived with mention of the 
“Badminton line”.  I didn’t get the full story but, from what I could gather, the Badminton line was a similarly complex 
project that succeeded because everyone wanted it to work, whereas HS2 failed because everyone wanted to 
argue.  There might have been more to it than that, but that’s what I took away.   

After a bit of internet searching I came across a book called The Badminton Line – A Portrait of a Railway, and in no 
time at all I was reading about the line’s fascinating history.  The story starts in 1838 with construction of the Great 
Western Railway’s main line between Paddington and Bristol.  The chief engineer was Isambard Kingdom Brunel, 
who, in 1841, watched on as the final section between Chippenham and Bath was completed with the opening of 
the Box Tunnel.  The GWR main line was a success, but it wasn’t fast, mainly because the section between Wotton 
Bassett and Bristol meandered around natural obstacles and negotiated many inclines, all of which slowed 
progress.  It didn’t take long for people to start looking at alternative routes.  

As it turned out, it was the rapid expansion of coal production in South Wales that was to be the catalyst for change.  
With no means of crossing the River Severn, coal trains had to follow a torturous route to Bristol that took them via 
Gloucester.  The GWR decided to rectify that annoyance by building the Severn Tunnel which opened in 1886.  As 
well as creating a line that linked the coalfields of South Wales with Bristol before heading on to London, it opened 
up an exciting new opportunity – why not extend the line to the ferry ports at Fishguard in North Wales and provide 
disembarking goods and passengers with a fast link to the capital?  The fly in the ointment was the slow section 
between Bristol and Wotton Bassett, so the bold decision was taken to build a new, fast line that ran between the 
Severn Tunnel and Wotton Bassett, where it would rejoin the existing main line.  The new line would employ 
cuttings, embankments, tunnels and bridges to minimise gradient changes, and the route would be carefully 
selected to keep the line as straight as possible with no tight radiuses.  This was to be the Badminton line, and it 
opened in 1903. 

The contract to build the line was won by Pearson & Sons with a price of £986084.  On the 29 November 1897, Her 
Grace the Dowager Duchess of Beaufort used a silver spade to cut the first sod of earth in Blanchard’s Field near 
Old Sodbury.  Work to build the railway had begun.  Seven new stations were to be constructed, with Badminton 
Station sitting between those at Hullavington and Chipping Sodbury.  As well as the platforms and station buildings, 
the plans for Badminton Station included a signal box, a goods yard with animal pens, a coal merchants, a detached 
house for the station master and two blocks of semi-detached houses for the station workers.   

Construction of the line was not straightforward, and one of the biggest challenges involved the Sodbury tunnel 
which broadly follows the path of the B4040 before emerging at Old Sodbury.  Flooding was the main issue, which 
required a channel to be dug beneath the rails to divert away the 500,000 gallons that flow daily into the tunnel from 
various underground sources.  When it rains, that figure can increase to a mind-boggling 750,000 gallons per day.  

The Badminton line was an immediate success, with a survey showing that, in 1904, there were 21 passenger 
services calling at Badminton Station daily!  Numbers would continue to increase for many years, but in the post-
war period, when investment in the railways was slashed and people began to discover the freedoms afforded by 
the motor car, the railways fell into decline.  One by one, the stations along the Badminton line closed, until there 
was just one remaining – Badminton itself.  After several reprieves, it too succumbed, and on the 3rd June 1968 it 
closed its doors to passenger services for the last time. 

Whether by design or good fortune, the closure of the stations coincided with plans to introduce new high-speed rail 
services, pulled by modern, diesel locomotives capable of running at 125 miles per hour.  All that careful work to 
design a railway with neither inclines nor tight turns made the Badminton line perfect for such services, and it 
proudly became one of the first to operate them.  The transformation was complete when Bristol Parkway station 
was opened in 1972, and it is now one of the busiest routes on the network, 120 years after it first opened. 

As a post script, the company who won the tender to build the line, Pearson & Sons, ended up massively out of 
pocket.  They continually ran into unforeseen problems, with repeated landslips caused by unstable land which was 
exacerbated by long periods of atrocious weather.  The cost of the remedial work quickly mounted up, and when 
they submitted their final bill, they sought an additional compensation payment of £250,000 – just over 25%.  
Perhaps unsurprisingly, the GWR refused to pay and, despite taking their case to the House of Lords, the 
company’s claim was unsuccessful.  They took it on the chin, but vowed never to work for the GWR again. 

I wonder if they’re involved in HS2?   

 

Until the next time  

IAN Carter 
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DONATIONS RECEIVED THIS MONTH 

We received one anonymous donation this 

month.  Thank you.   

In addition, £5.80 was generously donated 

in the shop collection boxes.   

We really do appreciate all donations as it 

helps to keep the Local Talk Back being 

delivered to your doors. 

There are Local Talk Back collection boxes 

in Acton Turville Stores and the new 

Badminton shop. 

To donate by cheque, please make payable 

to 

LOCAL TALK BACK 

and send to: 

The Treasurer, Local Talk Back, 

6 Hollybush Close, Acton Turville, 

Badminton, South Glos, GL9 1JJ 

   Thank you! 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

August 2025 

Fri 1st  Acton Turville Social Coffee Morning, Fox & Hounds 

Fri 8th  Didmarton Film Club, Didmarton Village Hall 

Wed 13th Luncheon Club, Fox & Hounds 

Sat 16th  
Acton Turville Social Summer Party, Playing Fields, Acton 
Turville, 7pm - midnight 

Sun 24th  
Badminton Benefice Festival of Music, St Mary’s 
Lasborough, 3pm 

Sat 30th  
Hawkesbury Show, Hawkesbury Recreation Ground, 
12.30pm 

Sun 31st  Castle Combe Circuit Car Boot Sale, 9am – 2pm 

  

September 2025 

Fri 5th   Acton Turville Social Coffee Morning, Fox & Hounds 

Sun 7th  Badminton House Open Gardens 

Mon 8th   Acton Turville Parish Council Meeting, Trinity School, 7pm 

Wed 10th Luncheon Club, Fox & Hounds 

Fri 12th  Didmarton Film Club, Didmarton Village Hall 

Sun 21st  Harvest Festival, St Mary’s, Acton Turville 

Sun 28th  
Badminton Benefice Festival of Music, St Andrew’s, 
Leighterton, 5.30pm 

Sun 28th  Shabby Sheep Pop-Up Bookshop, Sherston 10am-4pm 

 
ST. MARY’S CHURCH, ACTON TURVILLE 

100 Club 

WINNERS FOR JULY 2025 
 

Lesley Drake 
Philippa Burton 

Sarah Farmer 

Congratulations!   
 

The Hawkesbury Horticultural 

Society Show 2025 

Saturday 30th August  

Hawkesbury Village Hall  

and Recreation Ground, 

High Street,  

Hawkesbury Upton, 

Gates open  

at 12.30 p.m. 

  

Local Talk Back is always on 

the lookout for additional 

material.  Maybe you have an 

interesting story to tell, an 

event to report on, or would 

like to be involved with 

production of the newsletter?  

If you think you can help, why 

not get in touch? 

localtalkback1975@gmail.com 

We’d love to hear from you! 

“YOUR LOCAL TALK BACK NEEDS 
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The Shabby Sheep Book Shop will be looking to host 
bi-monthly Pop-Up Bookshops in the local area, with 

the first event kicking off on: 
  

Sunday 28th September 2025,  

10am to 4pm  
at Sherston Village Hall. 

 

With more than 3000 titles to browse, including fiction 
and non-fiction across all genres and for all ages, our 

pop-up bookshops really will offer something for 
everyone.   

All our books are in fabulous condition regardless of 
whether they are brand new or pre-loved, and all are 
being sold at heavily discounted rates.  We’ll also be 

offering many special editions, as well as signed, 
antique, vintage and collectable books. 

We’re sure you’ll find your next read or three, and if 
that’s not reason enough to visit, there will also be:  

Free Tea/Coffee 

Free Kids Bookmark Crafts 

For more information, please contact Jo via email: 
shabbysheepshop@btinternet.com  

 

www.shabbysheepshop.co.uk 
 

 

WHAT’S ON 

  

 

Didmarton Village Hall, Friday 8th August 2025 

To receive full details of the films being shown each month by the Didmarton Film Club, simply join the club by 
filling in a form which will be available on film nights – membership is free, just provide your name, email address 

and mobile number.to join.   

Members are allowed to bring guests to the film shows, which will continue to be held on the 2 nd Friday of each 
month at the Didmarton Village Hall.  Whilst there is no charge for entry, all those attending are expected to make 

a donation (suggested amount £5).  

The bar will run as usual. 
Non-members may contact the organiser, Jenny Body, for the title of this month’s film.    

Doors open at 6.30pm, film starts 7.30pm 

Please let us know in advance if you intend attending so we can ensure that sufficient seating is available 

jenny.body1@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Didmarton Film Club 

Fox & Hounds Luncheon Club 

Wednesday 13th August 

Tea/Coffee on arrival 

Two Course Lunch (main course + dessert) 

£13.00 per head 

Everyone welcome! 

The Fox & Hounds Luncheon Club meets the 
 2nd Wednesday of every month. 

 

The Shabby Sheep Book Shop  
 

mailto:jenny.body1@gmail.com


On Monday 14th July, representatives from the 
Badminton Estate gave a brief presentation to the Acton 
Turville Parish Council, outlining proposals for a 
substantial housing development on the outskirts of 
Acton Turville. 

To provide some background, the likelihood of such a 
development was initially discussed several years ago 
within the South Glos Council’s Local Plan, which 
proposed a limited development of 25 houses within 
Acton Turville (note these numbers are in addition to the 
17 dwellings on the Hollybush Farm site).  Whilst the 
impact of the proposal would have been significant, the 
plan made it clear that the numbers had been kept to a 
level which reflected the limitations of the village’s 
current infrastructure - it aimed to deliver a solution 
which was “sustainable”, citing issues with public 
transport, doctors and dental surgeries, and, most 
fundamentally, capacity at the village school, as the key 
factors which influenced the size of the development.   

Despite having been assured that the previous iteration 
was the final version, the plan underwent major changes 
as a result of new targets being set by central 
Government, and the figures for Acton Turville doubled 
from 25 to 50 dwellings.  The presentation by the 
Badminton Estate team was intended to explain how 
they intended to achieve this higher target. 

Their preferred solution is to build on a green field site 
that runs between Littleton Drew Road and Luckington 
Road as shown on the attached sketch (the layout of the 
houses is purely for illustration purposes, and does not 
represent the final design).  The Estate explained that 
they have engaged with the same team of architects who 
were responsible for the Hollybush Farm development, 
and emphasised their aim to deliver a solution which is 
sympathetic to the local architecture and in keeping with 
the rural setting.  They will, however, rely on a third-
party developer to finalise the design, and to build the 
development. 

The Parish Council has a number of concerns.  Firstly, the 
development exits onto two roads, one being a fast road 
which has experienced a significant number of speed-
related accidents in recent years (Luckington Road), the 
other being a narrow road adjacent to a school which 
suffers major congestion due to parked cars, particularly 
at drop-off and collection times (Littleton Drew Road).  
As this road is already the access road for Hollybush 
Close, Chestnut Close and the forthcoming Hollybush 
Farm development, we believe it will require major 
revision to make it safe and suitable.   

Our second concern relates to the sustainability issues 
that were at the core of the proposals made in the 
earlier version of the Local Plan.  There are currently 173 
houses in Acton Turville.  The Hollybush Farm 
development will add another 17, and the Estate are 
now proposing an additional 50, which means an almost 

40% increase in houses and residents.  Can the village 
and its infrastructure really cope with such growth? 

Lastly there are the less tangible consequences.  There is 
the impact on the character of the village, the effects on 
those villagers who currently look out on green fields, 
the increased levels of transport from those who have to 
drive for essential services.  How will these be assessed, 
considered and mitigated? 

Of course, we also recognise the potential benefits to the 
village, in particular the need for low-cost, high-quality 
housing which many people, including villagers, have 
long sought.  In addition, a larger population will be a 
very welcome boost to our valuable (and valued) local 
businesses, and may lead to improvements in some of 
the areas referred to earlier like public transport and 
health facilities.   

As far as timescales are concerned, the Badminton Estate 
have discussed options with the planning department at 
South Glos and are now working with their architects 
and potential developers to refine the plans prior to 
submitting their formal planning application, which they 
aim to do in the spring.  After that, the planning process 
could take anywhere from three to nine months.  The 
Parish Council will be submitting a formal response to 
the application, and we would urge all villagers to engage 
in the process by scrutinising the application and 
responding as appropriate.  We will, of course, provide 
regular updates in Local Talk Back and on our website 
and Facebook page as soon as more information 
becomes available. 

ACTON TURVILLE PARISH COUNCIL 

PROPOSED HOUSING DEVELOPMENT FOR ACTON TURVILLE 

 

 

Schematic of proposed housing 
development for Acton Turville. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOUGH MUDDER - Saturday 16
th

 August 

Tough Mudder South West returns to Badminton, offering a 5K or 15K challenge across muddy, world-

class obstacles and varied terrain around Badminton Park.  Visit the website to find out how to sign up 

for this unforgettable challenge  

Badminton House OPEN GARDEN DAYS – Sunday 7
th

 SEPTEMBER  

The private gardens at Badminton House will be open to the public for the final time this year on Sunday, 

7th September.  Enjoy a rare opportunity to wander through the beautiful gardens of the Duke and 

Duchess of Beaufort, designed by renowned landscape architects Russell Page and François Goffinet. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD – RHS Badminton 2026  

 

 

 

 

 

See https://www.badmintonestate.com/events/ for full details 

 

 

 

 

WHAT’S ON 

 

Harvest Festival 

Join us at St Mary’s on Sunday 21st September for our 
Harvest Festival.  There will be coffee, cake and a 
harvest singalong from 3pm, followed by the Harvest 
Service at 4pm.   

Whether you bring a cake, bring a friend, make a 
donation to the local foodbank, or just turn up to say 
hello, we’d love to see you.  We really hope you can 
make it. 

Churchyard Tidy-Up 
The graveyard behind the church is beginning to look 
a bit overgrown, so we’re looking for a group of willing 
volunteers who can help us tidy it up.     

Date to be confirmed, but it’s likely to be Saturday 20th 
or Sunday 21st September, weather permitting.  If you 
can help, please contact Alastair or Local Talk Back.  If 
you can bring a strimmer, some shears, a scythe or 
just a pair of scissors, even better!! 

Badminton Youth Club Update 

The Badminton Youth Club is currently enjoying its 

summer break but will be back once again in 

September – look out for an announcement in the 

next issue of Local Talk Back. 

We’ve really enjoyed watching the club grow and 

seeing everyone having so much fun.  We’d like to say 

a huge thank you to those who have helped run the 

youth club and those who have taken part, and look 

forward to seeing you all again soon.

 

 

St Mary’s Church, Acton Turville 

 

See you again 
in September! 

We are excited to announce the official dates for the RHS Badminton Flower Show 

2026.  The event will take place in the historic grounds of Badminton Park from 

Wednesday 8th July to Sunday 12th July 2026.  An exclusive preview day for RHS 

members will be held on Wednesday 8th July. 

RHS Flower Shows are a day out for all the family, with unique gardens, talks and tips, 

children’s activities, floral installations, markets, stalls and lots of tasty food and 

drink to enjoy.  RHS Badminton promises to be an unforgettable event 

Tickets and further event details will be released soon. Stay up to date by following 

our social media channels. 

 

Come and join the fun 

at St Mary’s Hawkesbury 

Sunday 17th August at 10am 

If you can’t bring a pet, bring a toy animal! 

 
 

 

 

 

St Mary’s Hawkesbury Pet Service 



 

Chipping Sodbury Music Society started in 1947 as Downleaze Music Club, founded by a 
small group of music lovers, listening to music on the radio or “long playing” records in each 
other’s houses.  The group attended concerts when they could, but as time went on felt they 
wanted to do more – promoting concerts themselves.  The club grew in number with the 
success of their efforts to appreciate good music leading to having to book larger venues for 
their meetings. 

In the 1960’s the club became Chipping Sodbury Music Society, promoting concerts and concert visits in a 
season, moving to Chipping Sodbury Town Hall to accommodate their growing audiences.  The expertise and 
talents of the musicians playing in the concerts has helped the Society to go from strength to strength. 

Today, Chipping Sodbury Music Society promotes seven concerts each season with musicians of such mastery 
and finesse that they are both nationally and internationally renowned.  The musicians like playing in an 
intimate setting with a close, appreciative audience.  Young musicians at the start of their career, usually 
supported by The Countess of Munster Musical Trust, play one concert in each season. 

The variety and style of all the concerts are chosen to appeal to the widest possible audience. 

Membership is £85 for seven concerts, tickets on the door are £18, tickets on Ticket Source are the same with 
a small extra fee.  School-aged children and young people still attending school are free. 

Our 2025-2026 season starts in October.  Come, hear and enjoy wonderful music played by musicians of 
considerable talent in a pleasing setting.  You will be very welcome. 

Visit us on www.csmusicsociety.co.uk 

Deb Willington, secretary to Chipping Sodbury Music Society 

 

ACTON TURVILLE TENNIS CLUB 

The Acton Turville Tennis Club is an LTA-affiliated 

group which runs the community tennis court in 

Acton Turville.  You don’t need to live in Acton 

Turville to join our tennis club, anyone can sign 

up, and once you’re a member you can use the 

court for free.  Booking is simple, just use the on-

line form to pick a time and date to suit you. 

Non-members can also use the court on a  

pay-to-play basis.   

Coaching is available from LTA accredited 

coaches 

For more information, visit the club’s website - 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/ActonTurvilleTennisClub 

 

WHAT’S ON 

 

Chipping Sodbury Music Society 



When we heard that Gloria Gibson had sadly passed away, we thought it fitting that this month’s “From the 
Archives” feature should be about the Valentine Club, which Gloria chaired for many years.  It’s taken from 
the April 2001 of Local Talk Back, which rather alarmingly was 24 years ago! 
 

From the Archives 

 

 



 

On Sunday the 6th July, St Arild’s church at Oldbury-on-the-Hill provided the perfect setting for an exhibition of 
contemporary art by local artist Sue Brown.  The exhibition was organised by the Badminton Benefice as part of its 
2025 Festival of Music, which is bringing a series of imaginative events to local churches over the summer.   

The location of St Arild’s church might best be described as “rural”, sitting as it does in a field 1-mile north of 
Didmarton, adjacent to Manor Farm.  There’s a bridle path that takes you as far as the churchyard, then you choose 
your own route to the church itself – there is no path.  It’s as if the church has spent the last 150 years or so stuck in 
a timewarp.   

That changes as soon as you walk through the door - rather than the dark and sombre interior that you might expect, 
light floods into the simple whitewashed interior through windows which, with one exception, are filled with clear 
glass.  The effect is stunning, really bringing to life the vibrant canvases on display.  The background music provided 
by the Wotton Chamber Group added further to the atmosphere, ensuring the event was another success for the 
team who have worked so hard to deliver the 2025 Festival of Music.     

If you want to see the church for yourself, it is currently open daily between 10am and 4pm.   

 

 

Badminton Benefice Festival of Music 2025 

 

 

 

 



GLORIA GIBSON 1927 – 2025 

We were greatly saddened to hear the news that Gloria Gibson had passed away.  Gloria was married to the 
Reverend Tom Gibson, who for many years was the vicar of Badminton, Little Badminton and Acton Turville.  Many 
people still talk warmly about Tom and Gloria, and remember how fully they embraced village life, becoming such 
popular and much-loved members of our community.   

Gloria was a warm, kind and caring person, but she also lived a fascinating life, albeit one sometimes tinged with 
sadness.  We are indebted to Angus, Michael and Phillippa for letting us reproduce the eulogy that was read at their 
mother’s funeral which perfectly described a life well lived.  We send them our sincere condolences.   

Her passing represents the end of an era.  Rest in peace Gloria.   

 

orn in 1927 in Durban South Africa, Gloria was the only child of 
an English father and a Norwegian mother, who was part of the 
Norwegian diaspora who settled in Natal in the 19th century. Due 
to her father’s work as a pilot and was based there, she spent a 

lot of her childhood in Lorenzo Marques in what is now Mozambique 
where they lived in considerable style at the famous Polana Hotel. Her 
father, our grandfather, was an early aviator in Africa and Gloria would 
often accompany him on adventures into almost unknown parts of 
central Africa in the 1930’s, mapping air routes and refuelling stops for 
Imperial Airways.  

After the war broke out she was sent to boarding school in South Africa. 
At the age of 14 she was called to the head mistress’s study to be told 
that her mother had died of a sudden and unexpected brain hemmorage. 
With her father away fighting, she spent the war at St Anne’s at Hilton, a 
well-known girls boarding school in Natal. Her holidays were spent 
staying with various relatives and her uncle on his very beautiful Stud 
Farm in Natal where she spent her time riding and perfecting her Zulu, a 
language which she spoke fluently! I bet none of you knew that!  

Gloria would always with great pride and with good reason, term herself ‘a child of the Empire’… 

As the war and her schooling ended, she went on to Cape Town University where she flourished. Parents of friends 
have always maintained that she was the most beautiful girl of her year and was always in great demand! Her best 
friend at the time was Dorothea, Tom’s sister.   

Tom had just returned from the war and had rejoined the family business, TT Gibson & Son in Cape Town. The 
inevitable introduction by Dorothea took place and the rest is history! It was love at first sight and they quickly 
became the most glamourous couple in Cape Town, seen at all the best parties including the late Queen’s 21st 
Birthday Party at Government House in 1947. A historical event she was very proud to have witnessed.   

They duly married in Johannesburg, where Gloria’s father now lived and they set up home in Cape Town where I and 
then our late brother Graeme were born. It was at this point that tragedy 
struck. They then had a daughter, Diana. Sadly she died at about 3 
months… This was a huge event in our mother’s life and very nearly sent 
her mad. Tom decided to extract us all to a new place. So we set sail from 
Cape Town to Southampton where we lived outside London and then 
Angus was born! 

Gloria had great taste and as always created beautiful homes for us all and 
we started to settle into English life. Tom worked in London in, of all things, 
advertising, which I understand he was very good at! But 1950’s post war 
England was dull and grey and they both yearned to be back in Africa.   

Our grandfather’s aviation company in South Africa was thriving and he 
asked Tom to set up an office in Rhodesia, now Zimbabwe. So off we went 
to live in Salisbury, now Harare. Again, Gloria created the most beautiful 
home for us all. She would throw fun packed birthday parties for us and 
we would holiday in the bush, on the Zambesi and at Victoria Falls. And 
then with great joy Philippa was born!  

B 

 
 

 
 
Lady Caroline Somerset (centre) and Gloria Gibson 
(right) with members of the Guide Dog charity, who 
the Valentine Club regularly supported with 
fundraising events. 



Since coming back from the war, Tom had never really settled. He was 
agitated and restless. We had become more and more involved with 
the life of the cathedral in Salisbury. Graeme and I were altar boys and 
choristers and some of the clergy had become close family friends.  

Something had triggered in Tom’s mind and he decided to train for 
ordination as an Anglican priest. To do this meant he would have to go 
to England to train. UDI was boiling up in Rhodesia, violence was 
breaking out and it was time to go, again! 

Given the style in which we lived in Rhodesia it was a big ask to expect 
Gloria to face a future as a vicar’s wife in rural England but no, she 
absolutely went for it and couldn’t have been more supportive and 
enthusiastic.  

He finished his training at Sarum Theological College in Salisbury 
(Wiltshire), yes, Salisbury to Salisbury!  

Then proceeded ‘parish life’… As you all know Tom was a larger-than life figure. For us all, it was like growing up with 
Earnest Hemingway, lots of noise and lots of bluster! But Gloria was really the power behind the throne, her calm, 
good sense and reason would always quietly prevail. Together they made the perfect team and a lot of the success 
Tom made as a priest would not have been possible were it not for his steadfast and sensible wife, Gloria! 

After his Curacy in nearby Harnham where we lived in a very cold and damp cottage. Their first parish was Rowde and 
Poulshot near Devizes in Wiltshire. In another life Gloria could have been a very successful interior designer. Rowde 
Vicarage was a Georgian Vicarage with a beautiful walled garden and on a very limited budget, she made it into the 
most elegant home. It was a fully functioning family home and we were all encouraged to bring and entertain our 
friends, sometimes late into the night and so it became the go-to after party venue throughout our teenage years. 

Master, the then Duke of Beaufort invited Tom to be Vicar of Badminton, Acton Turville and Hawksbury Upton, after 
having apparently, unsuccessfully, advertised the position in Horse & Hound magazine! Whilst Tom didn’t hunt he 
was encouraged to accept and was duly installed as vicar. Tom and Gloria both loved Badminton and threw 
themselves into parish life. Gloria helped establish with The Valentine’s Club, a club for the young wives of the parish 
and endless other parish activities, at the same time as supporting and organising Tom, no small feat! She loved her 
garden and entertaining and they made life-long friendships here. The annual Badminton Horse Trials demanded a 
lot of organising, particularly the big Sunday Service for the competitors and guests, including, very often, the Royal 
Family. When David Beaufort succeeded to the Dukedom, Tom and Gloria continued their already well-established 
roles in the parishes with his full encouragement. 

Then tragedy struck again, with the death by cancer of our brother Graeme who at the age of 24 had just married the 
lovely Caro. He died here in Little Badminton and is buried next to Tom. This event was tumultuous and rocked the 

whole family to the core. 

‘Retirement’ wasn’t in my parents’ vocabulary. No sooner had they 
settled in Bath than they were off to run the Anglican Church at 
Cadenabbia on Lake Como in Italy as visiting chaplain, and wife! 
Then followed St Georges Anglican Church in Venice and on one 
occasion Palermo in Sicily, as well! They loved their ‘retirement’ and 
were in their favourite places for months at a time over many years. 

Despite the tragedies that had befallen her, Gloria was a woman of 
unbending faith, it was a faith that fuelled her life.  

Last September, Gloria asked to move to Bridgemead Care Home, on 
the river in Bath. A more appropriate home you could not find, it 
was also where Tom finally died. The staff at Bridgemead were the 
kindest and most attentive you could imagine and they respected 
her dignity and her very forthright views! She felt safe and until a 
few months ago would be seen sitting in her armchair, hair done, 
make up on with her pearls and ear rings reading Country Life! 

Dear Gloria, we shall miss you…. 

 
 

 

GLORIA GIBSON cont’d 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



Church Matters  

August 2025 Letter from the Vicar  
 

Dear all, 
 
The Lord’s prayer is a beautiful prayer and one that we all know well.  Today I just want to spend some time 

writing about it. 

Often we think that sorting out life’s problems is solely down to us, and the problems of the world can weigh 

heavily upon our shoulders. 

When his disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray, the Lord’s prayer was his reply, and so it is a lesson, this is 

how you should pray!  And the key themes he was teaching them was to pray with humility with dependency 

upon God.  And in complete trust that God would hear them and respond. 

That is quite radical these days, when the emphasis is upon us being in control.  As if we can control our way 

through life.  Well, we must respond to situations, but responding is very different from trying to control 

situations.  Responsibility is not the same thing as control.  The ability to respond is literally what responsibility 

means.  Rather than walking by on the other side.  Or burying our head in the sand.  It is doing something to 

help.  Control, on the other hand, is assuming dominance.  

So, the Lord’s prayer teaches us to respond to the world around us, not bury our heads in the sand.  But doing so 

in a way that is dependent upon God’s grace and support.  ‘Not in our strength alone O Lord, but Thine, O Lord’.  

Not with dominance. 

 

With my best wishes for the summer holiday, 

 
Richard 

Rev Richard Thomson 

Priest in charge, Badminton Benefice website: www.badmintonbenefice.com 

Email: revrichardthomson@gmail.com    

Home: 01454 606854/ Mob:07717791858  

Church Services for August 2025 

Date Time Parish Service Minister 

3rd August 
Trinity 7 

9.30am Lasborough Matins D Hewitt 

10.00am Hawkesbury Morning Prayer Mrs D Young 

6.00pm Acton Turville Evensong Mr M Butler 

 10th August 
Trinity 8 

9.30am Lasborough Holy Communion BCP Rev P Cheeseman 

9.30am Leighterton Holy Communion BCP Mr R Bryant-Pearson 

6.00pm Hawkesbury Evensong Sir Ian MacFadyan 

17th August 
Trinity 9 

9.00am Didmarton Holy Communion BCP Rev R Thomson 

10.00am Hawkesbury  Family Service – Pet Service Rev R Thomson 

11.15am Sopworth Matins Rev R Thomson 

6.00pm Acton Turville Evening Prayer Rev R Thomson 

24th August 
Trinity 10 

9.30am Lasborough Holy Communion CW Rev R Thomson 

11.15am Little Badminton Matins + HC Rev R Thomson 

6.00pm Hawkesbury Evensong Rev R Thomson 

31st August 
Trinity 11 

11.00am 
Hawkesbury 
Showground 

Songs of Praise Rev R Thomson 

See Benefice website for readings:  badmintonbenefice.com 
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Sudoku 
August’s challenge set by Neil Fozard. 

To solve the puzzle, each row, column and 3x3 box must contain each of the numbers 1 to 9. 

                               EASY !!                  NOT SO EASY !! 

     

3 8 7

9 1 4 7

3 5 9

6 9 2 8

1 9

2 5 7 6

9 8 1

8 2 3 6

1 7 6              

3

6 8 7 1

9 4 6

1

6 9 1 5

3 5 6

8 5 6 2

3 7

4 3 7 1  

Answers to the July quizzes: 
               ‘Easy’                            ‘Not so Easy’ 

             

6 3 9 4 7 2 1 5 8

8 2 7 3 5 1 9 6 4

1 4 5 6 8 9 7 2 3

2 7 6 5 1 8 3 4 9

3 9 8 7 2 4 6 1 5

4 5 1 9 6 3 2 8 7

9 6 2 8 3 5 4 7 1

5 1 4 2 9 7 8 3 6

7 8 3 1 4 6 5 9 2                                      

3 9 6 2 8 7 5 1 4

5 8 1 4 9 6 7 3 2

4 2 7 1 3 5 9 6 8

7 6 4 9 2 8 3 5 1

2 3 9 5 4 1 6 8 7

8 1 5 7 6 3 2 4 9

6 5 2 8 1 9 4 7 3

9 7 8 3 5 4 1 2 6

1 4 3 6 7 2 8 9 5  

ACTON TURVILLE PARISH COUNCIL 

The Parish Council last met on Monday the 14th July.  The minutes of the meeting can be viewed on the Parish 

Council’s website https://www.actonturvilleparishcouncil.org/documents/minutes.   

District Councillor Reports:  District Councillor Becky Romaine provided an update on a number of outstanding 
issues at our July meeting, ranging from the incorrectly-positioned bus stop sign to the serious risk to pedestrians 
from the incomplete pavement between Burton and Acton Turville.  It is hoped a site meeting between the Parish 
Council and South Glos Council will help progress these issues.  Councillor Romaine also highlighted forthcoming 
changes to recycling collections which will initially see collection days changed before a move to three-weekly 
collections in 2026.  Leaflets explaining the changes are being provided to all households.   

Police Report:  In July, our local PCSO Cheryl Dibble presented the latest figures for reported crime in Acton 
Turville which remains extremely low.  The Police van will make further visits to the village, providing villagers an 
opportunity to chat and discuss any issues with the local team.  The next visit will be on the morning of Friday 5th 
September which coincides with the Acton Turville Social coffee morning.  Further information will be provided 
closer to the date. 

Proposed Housing Development:  Representatives from the Badminton Estate gave a presentation on a proposal 
to build 50 new dwellings in the village.  Full details can be found elsewhere in this issue of Talk Back. 

Flooding:  Badminton Estate continue to investigate and rectify the issues which contributed to the flooding that 
occurred at the end of November 2024.  Several potential factors have emerged, including issues with drains and 
soakaways adjacent to the Tormarton Road and on the Littleton Drew road.  Work is on-going to reduce the risk of 
similar flooding occurring in the future.  

 
Date of next meeting: Monday 8th September 2025 @ 7.00pm 

(there is no meeting in August) 

  Venue: Trinity School, Acton Turville. 

Contact details for Parish Councillors are as follow:     

Chair: Sybil Haddrell 218772, Vice Chair: Ian Carter 07789 057168,  

Sally Smith 218510,  Mark Studden 07885 791314, Melanie Greggain 

Parish Clerk: Sue Radford-Hancock Tel: 01249 650052 

Email:  actonturvillepc@aol.com   Website: www.actonturvilleparishcouncil.org 

 

https://www.actonturvilleparishcouncil.org/documents/minutes


   

To adver�se your business or club,
please email: 

localtalkbackads@gmail.com 

For help with:
- Windows 7, 8, 10, 11 and Tablets
- Wireless Router, Mobile, SmartTV setup
- Hardware Upgrades and Repairs
- PC’s Custom Built to order

No problem too small or large!

Contact: Lloyd Buckingham
Tel: 07940 155064
Email: lb_cs@hotmail.com

Contact: Lloyd Buckingham
Tel: 07940 155064
Email: lb_cs@hotmail.com

LB Computer Services
YOUR LOCAL, LOW COST,
  HOME COMPUTER REPAIRER

HOME COMPUTER
   PLAYING UP?
NEED SOME HELP?
DON’T DESPAIR!

HOME COMPUTER
   PLAYING UP?
NEED SOME HELP?
DON’T DESPAIR!

Clear away stress, increase your energy
and connect with an inner state of

calm and wellbeing

Qigong is simple, easy to learn and can be
enjoyed by everyone, at any age and �tness level

Qigong combines the physical bene�ts of exercise with the
calming qualities of meditation, leading to the full nourishment

of both body and mind

Come join me for your
FREE TASTER CLASS

and discover the bene�ts for yourself

for further information and to book in
for your free taster class

Qigong Classes
with Emily King

Classes currently being held at Badminton Memorial Hall
every Wednesday evening 6 pm-7 pm

Please contact Emily:

07867 755772
emily@qigongwithemilyking.com

Acton Turville, nr Badminton
GL9 1HW

Good Home Cooked Food
Covered Beer Garden

Large Car Park

01454 218224

TAKEAWAYS lunchtimes/evenings

Luncheon Club
2nd Wednesday of every month

Tea/co�ee on arrival, 2 course Lunch
(main course + dessert)

£13.00 per head - everyone welcome

CARERS AVAILABLE
Julie Williams (formerly Mildon) & Steve Williams

Experienced carers living in Badminton 
We are able to o�er a range of caring services:   

Fully DBS checked - references available

To discuss your needs, please contact:

07890 312114   or   07432 874049
julieedp65@gmail.com

Daytime visits & overnight care
Short term cover for holidays, etc

Experience working with the elderly and those
su�ering from dementia

INDOOR & OUTDOOR EATING/DRINKING
OPEN MONDAY-SUNDAY



 

To adver�se your business or club, please email: 
localtalkbackads@gmail.com 

Please contact us for more information:

0845 601770
info@poweredupaccess.co.uk

Powered Up Access Ltd have been providing the 
highest quality of access equipment and plant across

multiple industries in the UK since 2010.  We have a huge
�eet of di�erent models and types of machines,

including .....

www.poweredupaccess.co.uk

CHERRY PICKERS, BOOMS, SCISSOR LIFTS

..... and more

All available to hire or buy

BADMINTON
 CURTAINS & BLINDS

Made-to-measure Bespoke Curtains and Roman Blinds

Also suppliers of:
Roller Blinds

Venetian Blinds
Vertical

Perfect Fit
Bifold Blinds

Free Quote & Measure

07977 234193
www.badmintonblinds.co.uk



   
Local Talk Back Business

FootHealth Practitio

ner
 (D

IP
FH

, B
Sc

, R
GN, MCFHP, MAFHP, RCN)

D O M I C I L I A R Y
S E R V I C E

P R I
C E S

£ 2 5
- £ 4

0

We welcome children aged 2 years to 4 years for
friendship, fun and play-based education

15- & 30-hours funding for 2 and 3-year-olds available
Fully Qualified Staff

Based in Luckington, Nr Chippenham, Wiltshire

All year childcare 8am-6pm available

07392 363224
info@cherryblossompreschool.co.uk

www.cherryblossompreschool.co.uk

Contact: 

September 2025
Spaces available for

EAR WAX REMOVAL
• Using latest micro suction techniques
• Treatments carried out by 

EXPERIENCED PRACTITIONERS
• Very competitive prices

�  hayley@hjtherapies.co.uk 
�  07846 452 000 / 01454 314 460 

�  www.hjtherapies.co.uk

Clinic based in Brimsham Park, Yate
Parking available directly outside the clinic



   
Local Talk Back Business

To advertise your business or club, please email: 

localtalkbackads@gmail.com 

PJD Home Improvements

Paul Davidson
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�������
07766 680161
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Local Talk Back relies on advertising revenue
and donations to cover publishing costs

Advertising Rates

B&W (per month)
Full page £44
Half page £22

Quarter page £11
1/8th page £8

1/16th page £6

Advertisers booking for one year in advance
(11 issues) only pay for 10 issues

If you would like to advertise your business
or club, please contact us:

LocalTalkBackAds@gmail.com
01454 218042
07855 347103

Local Talk BackLocal Talk Back



   

FRENCHAY CHIMNEY SWEEP

All sweeps certificated 
for house insurance purposes 

and landlord 
Local, professional no mess service

Contact Paul on 
07832 995391

Disclaimer
The articles in this magazine reflect the personal opinions of the writers and not those of the Editorial Team.  Furthermore,
the Editorial Team are not responsible for any errors of fact printed in the magazine.  Advertising is accepted in good
faith.  The LTB cannot be held responsible for loss, damage or injury arising out of goods and services sold through any
adverts in this magazine.  The appearance of an advert in the magazine does not imply any endorsement by the 
Editorial Team of either the company or its services, not does it constitute a recommendation.  
All articles written and submitted should have a contact name and telephone or email information, please.  
No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior consent of the publisher.

CLAPCOTE FORESTRY



 

We would like to thank everyone who donated to the Winterbourne 
Wind Band Fundraiser on Saturday 5th July. Your donations are very 
much appreciated by us, the Band, the charity and the Ukrainians who 
joined us and said how touched they are that we are still remembering 
and supporting them three years on.  It was a lovely afternoon spent 
with a lot of very generous people who embraced the change of venue 
and enjoyed the music.  

We are absolutely delighted to tell 
you that we were able to send £1,148 
to 'The Helping Hand for Ukraine', a 
division of Chernobyl Children's Life 
Line.  

Thank you for your support. We 
couldn't do it without you. 

The Spreadborough Family.  
 

THANK YOU 

 

  

 

 

 

 


